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obeyed; the villagers, in the most coward-
ly manner, leaving their helpless wives and
.children to the mercy of these wretches.
The dacoits having arrived at the house,
light their torches, or bundles of straw, and
entering it, take all the portable property,
in brass, silver, gold, clothes, or money.
Where treasure is said to be concealed, they
seize on some old and decrepit! man or wo-
man, and, by threats and torture, extort
from them the'secret. Dacoits seldom mur-
der without cause, or wantonly, but gene""*
rally from revenge against informers or
witnesses, or when they happen to be re-
cognized in the act* I recollect an instance,
in which three informers, in succession, were
murdered by one gang. The first had gone
to tlie sudde?\ or head station, to give infor-
mation of a robbery committed by the gang;
lie was murdered on his return. The se-
pond, a relation of ihe first, had gone for
the purpose of giving intelligence of the
Other, and was also cut to pieces immetlL*
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